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then fold Legend has it that a fearsome dra-
gon inhabited the area south of
Avignon and devastated the land-
r scape far and wide: "La Tarasque,"
/ the offspring of the Onachus and
the Leviathan of biblical account.

Many knights had tried to slay
the monster to no avail. But,
Saint Martha found the beast and
charmed it with the beauty of her
hymns and prayers, then led back
the tamed Tarasque to the city.

The people, terrified by the
monster, attacked it when as night
grew nigh. The Tarasque, offering
no resistance, died there.

It is said that Martha's weeping
for the tamed creature's death
converted many to Christianity.

""Twas beauty killed the beast?"
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